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  Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that 
are not – to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. 1Co 1:26 - 29�
�



  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 
we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace 
you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. �Eph 2:1 – 7 

 
  Unless caught in the “underbrush” of confusion or focusing on the trees (singling selected verses out 
of context to suit an inflexible preconceived doctrine) rather than the forest (the key themes – the 
sovereignty of God being the foundation), we know:  
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  in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.�
�
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