Cue Card for Reading < Better Understanding God's Word

Righteousness

Jesus said/says and, more importantly, offers and promises His authentic Followers His Righteousness,
THE single necessary requirement for an eternal spiritual Life with Him. Without our having His Grace-
Righteousness we will not be saved!

“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Matthew 3:15

And to ensure we “get it” He provides clear and concise:
e Imperatives ~ commands for additional Graces we must seek and utilize to cooperate with

Him in growing and protecting this Grace-Righteousness and

e Indicatives ~ what He shows He is doing in and through us (what He must do) that has/is
saving (and will into eternity save) us.
All to help us to periodically do as we are also commanded: “Examine yourselves to see whether
you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you ~ unless, of course,

you fail the test?” For this is the one and only test, at life’s-end, so we cannot afford to fail it (Him)
and ourselves!

The Framework for an Authentic Christian Life
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God.”

Imperative: Develop the Grace-Discipline of reading God’s Word so we can live by it!

Indicative: We are alive (growing and maturing) in God’s Word.

“Again, it is written, ‘You shall not test the Lord, your God.”
Imperative: Live by the Word of God, Prayer based on God’s Word and doing the personal
good works He planned in advance for us to do.

Indicative: Growing in the Grace and knowledge of Christ by learning and living by the Word
of God and, as a result, testing Him less and less as we better know His Will versus “doing
our own thing.”

“It 1s written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”
Imperative: Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.

Indicative: Finding and maturing in the Grace-Faith to “Seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness” believing “and all these things (EVERYTHING we need for life) will be given

to you as WCH 9> Matthew 6:33

Life-long Building “Tool”
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”
<~ Life is shortl We ALL soon will be going on a very long (eternal) trip ~ Be prepared!

Imperative: “Repent!” “Repent!” “Repent!” “Repent!” . ..

Indicative: A life-long (after being born again) improving Grace-Discipline of repentance is
formed, extending to more and more of life.

The Master’s Primary Means of Training/Blessing ALL His Followers

“Come follow me, Jesus said, and I will make you fishers of men.”



Imperative: Follow and learn from Jesus how to become fishers of men.
Indicative: Sharing our faith with others.

Yes, these are God’s most important and foundational imperatives and indicatives from which other
(secondary) Bible imperatives and indicatives “flow.” It is vital we know these to “keep first things
first” and ensure we do not miss the forest by considering secondary issues as primary.

“I wish I knew what God wants me to do” is a common and legitimate Jesus Followet’s refrain.

Abram believed the Lotd, and he credited it to him as righteousness. <" 1>

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him, Hebrevs 11

This is what God announced very early in His Word and remains His Word for today:
Imperative: Believe that He exists.

Indicative: Earnestly seeking Him to do, by Grace, what He tells us “for our own good.”



